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Preface 
In Western Australia, with the adoption of the representative government in 1870, the 
standing orders for the new legislature provided documented direction for parliamentary 
committees. Then when responsible government was established in 1890 the standing orders 
were expanded for the committee system to function in the bi-cameral parliament. However, 
even when the centenary of responsible government was celebrated in 1990 the significance 
of parliamentary committees tended to be overlooked. This first volume, titled Parliamentary 
Committees in the Western Australian Parliament: An Overview of their Evolution, Functions 
and Features covers the historic period from 1870 to the beginning of the new millennium in 
2001, which marked the beginning of the 36th Parliament. Volume 2 is planned to then cover, 
the extended scale of parliamentary committees, mostly standing committees, to the 
conclusion of the 39th Parliament, which was prorogued in January 2017. 

Both volumes are intended to be placed on the Parliament’s website, in the Library section, 
which will permit expansions and amendments to the treatise. Both volumes will include 
appendices which contain tabulations of the parliamentary committees which have reported 
to the Parliament in chronological order. The subject or portfolio designation for each of the 
standing committees is recognised providing a comprehension of the vast range of topics 
given focus by the Parliament. The listings include select committees, standing committees 
from both the Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly, as well as joint (both Houses) 
standing and select committees. A range of ‘unofficial domestic committee’ reports 
encompassing matters such library, education and history are not extensively documented. 
However, these domestic committees will be briefly mentioned in the outline of the works of 
each committee.  
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